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The corporation asked me to keep diaries in the run up to my

immigration to Idea. So here is my first.

I'll start by apologising for missing the first two entries. | was away
from my home terminal visiting family in another biome. It's difficult
to get access to the data stream for uploads there (the city is still
running on BioOS 3!) and my memory sync credit is running low so
I’m not sure how accurate a recollection | could give. Maybe some

details will return to me in the next few weeks.
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Anyway, time to introduce myself. My name is Luke, I'm an Organic
Compound Integration Analyst working primarily in the Distributed
Agriculture sector. My job is mostly development of circular bio
chain management software, though | sometimes get involved in
the messy groundwork too. But enough about my job. | guess the
corp is more interested in my reasoning for signing up to the
program. Oh wait... My neighbor needs to use the data stream, I'll

explain more tomorrow. Signing off...
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Long night, the organi-thermal circuit powering my apartment’s
farming floor was on the blink again and since I’'m the only resident
who has some expertise in that area | had to patch it up. Easy
enough to do with a little help from the buildings’ domestic
maintenance bot.

Where was |, ah yes my reasoning for joining the Idea Imigration
program. | won’t beat around the bush, the planet is in free fall. All
those grand climate management targets we were sedated with
over the past 50 years were distractions dreamt up by the fossil fuel
giants' in a last ditch attempt to extract what remaining value they
could out of the earth. Why? Because they knew Idea was coming,
and they knew that if they managed to gather as much old world
capital as possible they could buy their way into a new state of

permanent bliss, free of the shackles of organic matter. | think I'm

53



free to say this in the diary... Just to confirm, I'm no heretic, these

are just facts. Work gives me access to some crazy data.

| don’t know what to expect from this digital existence, where the
chemical network of my human body becomes a series of electrical
signals. But | do know that this planet is dying and the only solution
left, as much as | think it’s ridiculous, is to ‘upload myself to the
internet’ as my parents' generation used to say with their air of new
sincerity. Just hope these vyillionaires manage to launch the
interplanetary solar array in time so the lights don’t switch off on our

little slice of digital heaven before it even gets started...
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What a weekend! I'll try to recount the major details accurately.
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It started normally enough. | was at my local juice bar on Friday
after work for a few tumblers of mycelium-ether, you know an
average office worker's start to the weekend, trying to forget about
the depressing numbers on my console. About halfway through my
second drink, when the dimensions were just starting to separate, a
strange cloaked figure sat in the bar stool beside me. At first |
thought it might have been the fungi kicking in, but | realised this

person was in fact looking at me through voxels instead of eyes.

‘Haei’ The figure spoke plainly and directly “You are in danger,
carbon based lifeform’.

‘What are you?’ | replied.

‘27.142-B’ The figure informed me. ‘| received a wire from the
Postman, you are about to make a decision you will regret. Please

follow me.’

| can’t remember exactly what was said after that, but next thing |
knew | was stepping into a nondescript vehicle parked in a nearby
alleyway. The interior was not what | expected from the very normal
looking body of a B series EV | had entered. The entire inside was a
mesh of circuitry, LEDs and cables, there were no seats or
navigation interfaces, at least that | could notice. My new
companion slid effortlessly into a side panel, literally becoming one
with it. | found a space with the least amount of electrical innards |

could, and took a seat. Just as | did, a voice filled the car.
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‘You are planning to migrate to Idea, is this correct?’ Again no
emotion in the voice.

‘Yes... Well, | signed up for the Beta test, it starts in two weeks’.
‘Are you aware of the results of Idea’s Alpha program?’

‘Um, not really. | heard it was all carried out as a simulation, no
humans were actually transferred.’

‘Incorrect. There were 10 of us.’

At this point my mind was overrun with questions. We had been told
the program was never tested with real humans before but that the
simulation had a 100% success rate in all data based trials. What

was | getting into?!

‘But then how are you here, right now? | thought the migration
process was final’.

‘I am not. | am inside my Idea. This vehicle and mech suit allow me
to communicate my physical presence to the carbon world’.

‘But, how can you control them, how are you able to see...?’

‘The Postman has access to technology beyond the capabilities of
Meta, their technology is flawed and insecure. With the right key

their walls are mere clouds of pixels. Let me show you.’

At this point | lost consciousness, what that thing did I'll never

know...
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Couldn’t get onto the stream for the last week, we’ve been on
lockdown in the bioregion due to a heavy front of acid dust
typhoons. | can’t be sure if this is just paranoia or there’s actually
something going on because there was no way to leave my unit to
check with the neighbors. To be honest it’s just as likely to be a data
shortage, the faulty electrical systems in the building sometimes

corrupt the stream, easy fix if you can get to the routing board in the
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basement, but alas we're confined to quarters. At least my

microgreen garden and protein printer stayed active.

One upside of being confined to your house for a straight week is
there’s plenty of time to ponder. | realise | left you on a bit of a
cliffhanger last time, the warning sirens and shutters came down

suddenly.

So, the encounter with 27.142-B. The next time | was conscious
after passing out in the back of that car | was back in my apartment
at sunrise, a few hours later the alerts started. There was a data
chip sitting on my kitchen table, next to it a two word note, ‘take

this’.

So for the last week I've been wondering what this all means and

perhaps whether it was just a figment of my imagination.

Things have been difficult since my partner was put into
cryosleep, it's weird being alone in the house and that leads me to

think too much.

We planned to be uploaded to Idea together with her
consciousness being directly transferred from the cryochamber, but
| can’t do that without telling her what happened. What are we

getting into?
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If there was an Alpha program with real humans why would Meta
want to hide it? | was already concerned about how much trust we

are placing in them...
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The winds are still blowing | guess, the shutters still haven’t come

up.
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| received a message that | will be playing music for the Immigration
party at Idea HQ a few nights before we are sent off to our new
lives. Better pick out some of my old wax disks, it will feel nice to

have one final spin with some tangible music.

I've decided that my mind is just playing tricks on me, the nerves of

an old man.
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2052 6 1

Woken by warm sunlight streaming through the open windows. The
sky is always so clear after a long storm, so | got straight outside to
enjoy the weather. Work let me retire two weeks early, they were
very understanding once | told them about my plan to go to Idea. So

| spent the day speeding around the biome on the etram.

My favorite spot has to be the algae flats, just the thought that
almost the whole biome is running off their energy and all its
buildings are constructed from their mass is astounding. In the
2020s we used to dream about this stuff. Sunlight glinted off thin
shards of fresh blue water as the etram glided over the sprawling

webs of thick green organic matter.

It's days like this that give you hope for some kind of future, but they
have been getting fewer and further between every year. I'm lucky |

ended up in this region, | know others haven’t been so lucky.

I’'m going to spend my last days in physical reality enjoying all it has

to offer...
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There was a knock at the door in the early afternoon, I'd just got
back from a walk up the converted landfill hill and wasn’t expecting
it. When | opened it no one was there, just another data chip
hanging off the door handle. This one said “contains patch3.5b -

please disregard previous chip”.

| realised I'd totally forgotten the chip, why hadn’t | thought to plug it

in to my console... too much going on | guess.

Opening it on the desktop produced a folder full of sub folders with
names that were composed of strings of emoticons, very difficult to
make sense of. | clicked on a random folder titled *~ & /> B, it
was full, | mean 2 petabytes full, with files of just about every format
| knew as well as many | had no idea of. What's a .hudz file? The
names were also just emojis. Same thing in a few other random
folders | checked.

identical

| booted up the second chip, it was seemingly to the first, | couldn’t

spot any differences at first but running a quick index comparison it
showed one change. A file called ‘gej ‘ 1 A% rit’ had become ‘g

é Y it

What do | make of this!? | guess I'm supposed to take it with me to

the immigration. But what is it?
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I've been analysing the chips thoroughly for the past 2 days, my
pattern analysis software from work seems to have some kind of
rudimentary effect, although these chips are clearly designed to be
run in a totally different sort of software or hardware. The only
things | managed to actually open were .pngs and .gtlfs, they
seemed to be fragments of larger things, square grids of colour
gradients and strange angles and faces. | have no idea of the scale
or how to arrange them. The files seem to follow a sort of lattice
structure, with links across folders and files. | have no way to follow

them using my console, it's all too massive and entangled.

It's all too massive and entangled.
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